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city at any rate they^ are not to take the lead. And so when a warrior
renowned for victories and triumphs shall turn advocate and appear
among them in the forum, they endeavor their utmost to obscure and
depress him; whereas, if he gives up any pretensions here and re-
tires, they will maintain his military honor and authority beyond the
reach of envy. Events themselves not long- after showed the truth
of this.
The power of the pirates first commenced in Cilicia, having- in
truth but a precarious and obscure beginning, but gained life and bold-
ness afterwards in the wars of Mithridates, where they hired them-
selves out and' took employment in the king's service. Afterwards,
whilst the Romans were embroiled in their civil wars, being engaged
against one another even before the very gates of Rome, the seas
lay waste and unguarded, and by degrees enticed and drew them on
not only to seize upon and spoil the merchants and ships upon the
seas, but also to lay waste the islands and seaport towns. So that
now there embarked with these pirates men of wealth and noble birth
and superior abilities, as if it had been a natural occupation to gain
distinction in. They had divers arsenals, or piratic harbors, as like-
wise watch-towers and beacons, all along the sea-coast; and fleets
were here received that were well manned with the finest mariners,
and well served with the expertest pilots, and composed of swift-
sailing and light-built vessels adapted for their special purpose. Nor
was it merely their being thus formidable that excited indignation;
they were even more odious for their ostentation than, they were
feared for their force. Their ships had gilded masts at their stems;
the sails woven of purple, and the oars plated with silver, as ,if their
delight were to glory in their iniquity. There was nothing but music
and dancing, banqueting and revels, all along the shore. Officers in
command were taken prisoners, and cities put under contribution, to
the reproach and dishonor of the Roman supremacy.
There were of these corsairs above one thousand sail, and they
had taken no less than four hundred cities, committing sacrilege up-
on the temples of the god's, and enriching themselves with the^ spoils
of many never violated before, such as were those of Claros, Didynia,
and Samothrace; and the temple of the Earth in Hermione, and that
of ^Esculapius in Epidaurus, those of Neptune at the Isthmus, at
Tasnarus, and at Calauria; those of Apollo at Actium and Leucas,
and those of Juno in Samos, at Argos, and at Lacimum. They them-
selves offered strange sacrifices upon Mount Olympus, and performed
certain secret rites or religious mysteries, among which ^hose of
Mithras have been preserved to our own time, having received their
previous institution from them. But besides these insolencies by sea,
they were also injurious to the Romans by land; for they would often
go inland up the roads, plundering and destroying their villages and